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The ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation Raises $70,000 at Annual ÒHearts At PlayÓ Gala 

Organization Continues Commitment to Funding Critical Research for 40,000 Children Born Annually  
with Congenital Heart Defects 

 
CHICAGO, IL Ð February 11, 2008 Ð The ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation hosted its ÒHearts At PlayÓ fundraising gala on Saturday, 
February 2, to raise much-needed awareness and research dollars for congenital heart defects (CHDs), the number one birth defect 
among children today affecting one out of every 100 births, or 40,000 babies each year.  Held at the world-renowned Museum of 
Science and Industry in Chicago, more than 750 supporters attended the popular annual event raising $70,000, a 16 percent increase 
from the previous year.  The eventÕs proceeds will help fund the most promising research to advance the diagnosis, treatment and 
prevention of congenital heart defect research.  To date, the ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation has funded more than $3 million towards 35 
research projects at many prestigious medical universities and institutions nationwide.  The amount of research funded has increased 
every year for the past three years with over $600,000 in research funded in 2007 Ð a new record.   
 
ÒWe were thrilled to have such an amazing turnout this year at our annual Hearts at Play Gala,Ó said Bill Foley, Executive Director 
of the ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation.  ÒAs a parent of a child with a CHD, I have first-hand experience to what parents and their 
children go through facing and living with a diagnosis. The ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation is the only non-profit in the country devoted 
to funding the most promising research worldwide. ItÕs through local events like these that others can see firsthand why raising dollars 
is so critical. From the bottom of our hearts, we thank our sponsors, volunteers and friends who supported this event.Ó 
 
The family-friendly gala encouraged guests to tour the MuseumÕs exhibits including the historic U505 submarine.  Guest of all ages 
enjoyed face painting, balloon making and a family-themed menu including Italian favorites for the adults, pizza and mac and cheese 
for the kids as well as a full ice cream sundae bar. Additional funds were raised through an expansive silent auction where guests had 
the opportunity to bid on items including signed Bears sports memorabilia, popular childrenÕs toys, hard-to-find electronics including 
Nintendo Wii units, plasma TVÕs and iPods, jewelry and gift baskets for every occasion.  Supporters also viewed giant canvas 
portraits throughout the event that featured the stories of children living with Ð and sadly in some cases dying fromÐ CHDs.   Most 
importantly, the event gave family and friends affected by CHDs the opportunity to unite and support one another. 
 
The 2008 Hearts at Play Gala was supported by Four Seasons Heating and Cooling (Gold Sponsor), Sevenson Environmental 
Services, Inc. (Silver Sponsor) LifeSource Blood Center and St. Jude Medical (Bronze Sponsors). 
 
About The ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation 
 
Established by Betsy Peterson in 1996, The ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation (CHF) has funded 35 research projects with more than 3 
million dollars.  The ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable organization and does not receive any 
government funding.  The goal of The ChildrenÕs Heart Foundation is to bring health, hope and happiness to children and families 
impacted by congenital heart defects, the number one birth defect in the United States. The goal is accomplished by funding the most 
promising research to advance the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of congenital heart defects in children.  For more information 
visit www.childrensheartfoundation.org. 
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